
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 December, 2009
Between 7pm and 8.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne Chairman
Val Corbett Vice-Chair
Clive Emerson
Ron Holden
Harry Scott

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
Martin Chilvers Parishioner

1.   Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and AGREED from Sarah Robson, who was unable to attend the meeting 
due to work commitments. 

2.  Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman.

3.  Matters arising

a.  item 3a: Otterburn Hall Marquee: The Chairman reported that the Northumberland National Park 
Authority (NNPA) has served a Breach of Condition Notice on the owners of Otterburn Hall 
on 2 November, 2009, in respect of the marquee. IT WAS AGREED that the Parish Council 
should gather together all relevant correspondence concerning this matter, including any about 
noise pollution, in case of an appeal. 

 
item 3b: Otterburn Hall Footpaths: The Chair had nothing further to report.

b. item 3b: Moldshaugh Developments: The Chairman had nothing further to report.  IT WAS 
AGREED to defer further discussion of this item until the next meeting prior to re-arranging a 
meeting with the developer.

 
4.  Appointment of a new Parish Clerk

The Chairman reported that three applications had been received for the forthcoming vacancy and that 
all had relevant experience.  Two applicants were Otterburn residents, the third was from Elsdon.  IT 
WAS AGREED 1) to arrange interviews on the evening of Thursday, 10 December, 2009 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall; 2) that the Chairman and Vice Chair was comprise the interview panel and 3) that the 
Clerk should arrange the accommodation and issue the invitations to interview.

5.  Finance

a. Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for November 2009 
was AGREED.
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b. Budget 2010/11: The Clerk presented an account of actual income (£14,057.56) and expenditure 
(£8,880.41) to 30 November, 2009 and projections to 31 March, 2010 estimating a surplus of 
£3,238.18.  The expected income had been supplemented during the year by two generous 
donations towards the construction of the Mill Path amounting to £2,500.  Interest income 
during the year to date had decreased significantly because of the exceptionally low interest rates 
and amounted to only £1.33.

The projected income and expenditure for 2009/10 and the actual income and expenditure for 
2008/09 had been averaged and 5% added to cover inflation.  As a result, the estimated income 
for 2010/11 was £8,473 including balances carried forward, and the estimated expenditure was 
£5,599. The estimated surplus at 31 March, 2011 was £2874.

The Budget for 2010/11 was AGREED.

c. Precept 2010/11: In light of the above decision, IT WAS AGREED to seek an unchanged 
Precept of £5,000 for 2010/11.  

d. Invoices received: 
1. Otterburn Memorial Hall: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling £27 received from 
Otterburn Memorial Hall in respect of room hire.
2. Annual website renewal fee: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling £24.95 received from 
Plexus Media in respect of the annual website hosting fee.
3. Royal British Legion (Remembrance Day Wreath): IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling 
£18 received from the Royal British Legion in respect of their providing a Remembrance Day 
wreath. 
4. Purchase of wood preservative for Millennium Green seating: IT WAS AGREED to reimburse Mr. R. 
Holden £20.72 including Vat in respect of wood preservative purchased to restore the public 
seating on the Millennium Green.
5. Clerk’s & Council’s Direct annual subscription renewal: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice 
totalling £10 received from Clerk’s and Council’s Direct to renew a subscription to that magazine.

6.  Planning

a. NCC 20090898: Construction of single rear extension at Cairncroft, Willowgreen: This planning 
application was AGREED WITHOUT OBJECTION. 

b. NCC 20090635: Approved by NCC on 23 November, 2009: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED. 

7.  New business

a. Damaged safety barrier at Otterburn bus shelter: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  IT 
WAS ALSO AGREED that the installation of bollard on the north side of the new crash 
barrier would help protect the barrier from similar damage in future.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact Northumberland County Council in this respect.

8.  Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

a. IT WAS AGREED to discuss the erection of a new fence at Willowgreen which blocks access 
from Memory Lane to private land currently owned by the former site developer.

9.  Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Tuesday, 2 February, 2010 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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